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HOMELESSNESS — GERALDTON 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.23 pm]: I want to make a few comments. 
I was not able to get the opportunity to speak on the motion on notice that we debated earlier today, which was 
a very good motion put forward by Hon Alison Xamon. Unfortunately, I had to leave on some very exciting urgent 
parliamentary business, so I was unable to be here for the conclusion of the debate, but I could not let a lot of what 
was said remain unchallenged. 

I want to inform the house of the very proactive work that we are doing in the area of homelessness in Geraldton. 
In 2013, when I was first elected, we formed a homeless group. We got together all the providers and people who 
work in that space. We got a bit of a handle on what our challenge was through one of the religious organisations 
there, Fusion Geraldton, which organised a “sleep in your car” event to raise funds for and create awareness of 
homelessness in and around Geraldton, which is a very real issue. A lot of people, particularly Aboriginal people, 
travel from inland areas in the midwest to Geraldton for all kinds of reasons, such as medical, to see family or have 
a holiday. They regularly require somewhere to stay but find that nothing is available. 

In 2013, members will remember that we were just coming towards the end of the boom. The economy was slowing 
down and we were heading into a recession, which created a lot of issues for people who were looking for housing. 
It did free up stock, because the rental market had cooled, and, through our office, we were able to place a lot of 
people who needed housing into private rentals at that time. Clearly, under the good financial management of the 
McGowan government, the state’s economy is now starting to pick up and accelerate. We can see that there is 
going to be a greater need because people are moving to Western Australia. A lot of the major resource companies 
are moving their staff here. This is the best-performing economy in the country; it is the only economy in the country 
that has grown over the last 12 months, and we are very proud of that, but we are mindful that we need to deal 
with the most vulnerable. Human beings have had an inherent need for shelter since time immemorial, and we 
acknowledge and continue to work in that space. But I cannot let it be said that the initiatives are wholly insufficient, 
and I cannot take condemnation for the good work that we have been doing in and around Geraldton, the area in 
which I have the most interest. 

A very strong working group in Geraldton has successfully received $27 500 in Lotterywest funding through 
Ruah Community Services. We are going to hold a connections week and build a database of everyone we are 
dealing with in Geraldton. If we translate the general homelessness figures and percentages and take Geraldton as 
being typical of the rest of the state, we estimate that Geraldton has between 150 and 200 people who require housing 
assistance. We also acknowledge that homelessness comes with a lot of other issues, such as mental health, domestic 
violence and poverty. Lots of women in their 50s are now finding themselves with no place to stay because of 
a marriage breakdown; they do not have access to great amounts of super and they come to us looking for help. 
We want to work with that group. We want to know exactly who we are dealing with—the people who are vulnerable 
and homeless—and what they need. If it is a young mum with children, generally, they are able to look after 
themselves and just need a roof over their heads—a place in which to stay and be safe. But when people have been 
living rough for many years, there are many other associated issues. They need much more than just a house. I heard 
some speakers during the debate today, and I actually found some of the comments offensive. We heard from the 
inner-city Greens about the issues in the inner city, and that is fine. We heard the view from the western suburbs, 
and members referred to “these people”. I find that term particularly offensive. “These people” are people with 
lives and families and homes. They have needs. They are not “these people”; they are people who need our help. 
That is a term that needs to be rubbed out. 

I also took some level of offence to the comments from the Leader of Pauline Hanson’s One Nation. This outfit is 
not particularly known for its compassion and empathy for people. This outfit rallies behind a woman who I actually 
find quite deplorable, who wore a burqa in the federal Parliament to marginalise Muslim people, and who said in 
her inaugural speech that we are in danger of being swamped by Asians, which then became Muslims. This is an 
organisation not known for its action against homelessness, but it has jumped on the bandwagon to have a crack 
at the government. What all “these people” in the house have in common—I hope the people I am talking about 
do not mind being called “these people”—is that they have offered nothing. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! There is one person on their feet. It is a limited time speech. Please let the member 
continue his comments in respectful silence. 

Hon DARREN WEST: Thank you, Madam President. Today, I heard no ideas, no solution and no pathway 
forward; it was just a cheap shot from the cheap seats at the government. In particular, I found it offensive that it 
was about an issue that I have been working hard on. In early 2020, a group in Geraldton was to hold a forum to 
have our connections week, but due to COVID that had to be pushed back—I am sure everyone would understand 
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why—and it will now be held on 18, 19 and 20 November. We have great comradery among all the service providers 
in Geraldton. We are bringing mental health services to Geraldton, because that goes hand in hand with the issues 
around homelessness. We have people living well below the poverty line. I know the changes to what was Newstart 
and is now JobKeeper and JobSeeker have been helpful, but those payments will end, and a greater number of people 
will go back to living below the poverty line. 

I am particularly proud of the way our government has resurrected the state’s economy and handled the COVID 
crisis, but I am most proud of the way that we are dealing with issues that touch people’s lives very closely, such 
as homelessness and mental health. I do not think it is fair to condemn the government. I am proud that we have 
announced finally—after it was promised by the Nationals WA in 2013 and again in 2017—that we will be delivering 
a 75-bed, $80 million short-stay Aboriginal hostel in Geraldton at Bundiyarra. People such as Gordon Gray have 
been advocating for this service for years. It was so good to be there for the announcement. There were tears because 
finally we are getting a safe place for Yamatji people to go on their own country in Geraldton that is not overcrowded 
and does not have domestic violence, drug and alcohol abuse and all the issues that go with that. I am quite proud 
of the achievements we have made in homelessness in my part of the world, in my electorate and across the 
Agricultural Region, and I do not accept any condemnation for trying to tackle a serious problem. The state was 
in recession when we came to government, and that made it difficult to provide everything we needed to, but now 
we are moving the other way. We have somewhat of a boom and bust economy in Western Australia, which we need 
to diversify. More people are moving to Western Australia, which is putting upward pressure on the rental market. 
We will manage those issues, but there is no quick fix because the problems are complex.  

Another issue is that every one of “these people”, as the member called them this morning, has their own story, 
needs and requirements that we can help them with. We need to personalise this issue a little more and look at it 
through the eyes of the homeless person to understand how difficult it is, in a relatively wealthy state, to have no 
money or no job prospects or mental health issues. We all need to do that. We need to have a bit of compassion 
and empathy to work out how we might deal with a very complex problem in a positive and proactive way, rather 
than firing a cheap barb across the house. We need to all pull together and work with our homeless providers and 
those who work in this space to come up with new ideas about ways to help people with this problem. In Geraldton, 
we have a target to have no homelessness—it has been achieved in a town about the same size in Canada called 
Medicine Hat—and I really believe that we can do it. I really believe that when we get the numbers down low enough, 
we can work one on one with “these people” who need our help, and will be able to eliminate homelessness in 
Geraldton. I am very confident that we can do that. I will keep working on it during my term in Parliament, and 
I will not be condemned for that. 
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